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Corian® as an Architectural    
Cladding Material

Professor Payne led a sponsored studio (ARCH406) with CH Briggs, Inc., a product 
representative for solid surface materials, headquartered in Reading, Pennsylvania. 
The studio mission was to assist in the development of interior and exterior clad-
ding design concepts using DuPont™ Corian®. Using the information and established 
design criteria provided by CH Briggs, Inc. the SCAD team worked in three phases 
– Opportunity Definition, Design Exploration, and Design Refinement.

PHASE I – OPPORTUNITY DEFINITION
Phase One consisted of 15 undergraduate seniors and included a visit to the 
DuPont™ Corian® design studio in Philadelphia for consultations with representa-
tives from CH Briggs, Inc. and engineers from DuPont™. Students conducted case 
study research to familiarize themselves with solid surface materials and general 
practices for incorporating Corian® into architectural designs.

PHASE II – DESIGN EXPLORATION
Students gained an understanding of the market, users, manufacturing details 
and the established design criteria in an effort to inform the product development 
process. The SCAD team undertook the task of developing design concepts and 
explored a wide variety of design proposals including site furniture, façade cladding, 
signage, and interior details, all of which were pursued in phase III. 

During the spring quarter architecture students continued their exploration and 
were joined by an additional group of eight students in the Craft and Tectonics class 
(ARCH728). The Craft students’ approach was more hands-on. The students, work-
ing in the SCAD model shop, physically manipulated samples of the material and 
tested the limits of bending, cutting, drilling, and installation with various fastening 
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Corian® as an architectural cladding material is a study of innovative ways of apply-
ing a typical solid surface kitchen and bathroom countertop material to the exte-
rior and interior skins of buildings. Dr. Andrew Phillip Payne, while a Professor t 
Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD), developed a collaborative architecture 
design studio that focused on materiality, construction detailing, and fabrication. 
The success of this collaborative practice was untraditional in the sense that partici-
pants included product manufacturers, consumer representatives and shop fabri-
cators instead of the typical designer/contractor. This unique experience exposed 
the students to the full extents of a project from the design phase to fabrication 
and installation.
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systems. These students produced mock-ups of assemblies and small scale design 
details which demonstrated the application of the cladding designs. The manipula-
tions ranged from simple power tools to parametric designs and CNC fabrication.

PHASE III – DESIGN REFINEMENT AND VISUALIZATION
The students, from the studio and craft class, refined their designs which were then 
included in the DesignPhiladelphia exhibition. The gallery opening was well received 
and rave reviews were offered by design professionals and invited guests. Student 
development was enhanced through field trips to view samples of material and 
completed projects at the Dupont™ Corian® design studio in Philadelphia, Pa., ASST 
Fabricators, Inc. in Harrisburg, Pa., and the Hilton Hotel in downtown Baltimore, Md.

Figure 1: Exterior Building Scrim Design. (Phillip 

Horst)

Figure 2: Interior Room Divider. (Benjamin 

Buglovsky)
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Figure 3: Exterior Louvers. (Pedro Pesantes)

Figure 4: Experiment Pod. (Casey Smith)

Figure 5: Exterior Panel System. (Nicholas Fasce)
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